WRESTLING WITH RECONCILIATION - STUDY #8
- GENESIS 33

Share
1. What do we find hard about forgiving others or asking for forgiveness?

Observe & Reflect
Read Genesis 33:1-11

2. What posture does Jacob take as he approaches Esau, and what does this
show about repentance? Why does Jacob bow repeatedly? How does physical
humility reflect his spiritual posture?

3. How does Esau’s unexpected embrace mirror God’s grace toward sinners?
Compare Genesis 33:4 with Luke 15:20. What do both scenes teach us about
the nature of true forgiveness?

4. What do you notice about Jacob’s words and actions in verses 5-11? Why is
Jacob so eager for Esau to accept his gifts? What does this show about
reconciliation being both relational and, at times, restorative?

5. Jacob says to Esau, “Seeing your face is like seeing the face of God” (v10).
What does he mean? How can someone’s forgiveness reflect the character of
God?
Read 2 Corinthians 5:18-21
6. How does God reconcile us to Himself? What role does Jesus play?

Read Genesis 33:12-20

7. What is significant about Jacob not going with his brother Esau to Seir? How
should we receive Jacob’s response in v13-15?



8. What is significant about Jacob setting up an altar in v20? Read Genesis 12:6-
7, 28:20-22) What does this say about his transformation?

Read Matthew 5:23-24 and Romans 12:18

9. Is reconciliation a non-negotiable for followers of Jesus? How does the gospel
call us to be peacemakers?

Next Steps

10.How does being reconciled to God change and shape the way we deal with
conflict, division, hurt?

11. Are there relationships in your life where you need to seek or offer
reconciliation? What step could you take this week toward healing—even if it's
just praying for a softened heart?

12.Forgiveness does not always mean full restoration of relationship. How can
we practice wise, Christlike forgiveness when trust is broken? What might
forgiveness look like in cases where safety, wisdom, or boundaries are
needed?



